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Abstract

A question paper is the most constrictive communiqué that a board
communicates to its teachers and students about the requirements of effective
learning. This study examines the cognitive demands of the examination
papers of the Kanz-ul-Madaris Board Pakistan for its students of Dars-e-
Nizami curriculum. A corpus consisting of 250 question papers, which have
been set from 2023 to 2026 and contain 12,449 items, has been compiled for
analysis from the board’s annual and supplementary examination papers for
twelve levels. Two tiers of analysis have been used in this study: (i) a census
of the structure of the corpus and the vocabulary of the cognitive operations
required by the items, and (ii) item-by-item coding of a stratified cluster
sample of 24 papers (1,200 items) using the revised Bloom taxonomy based
on an eight-rule protocol.The census results show an unusually uniform
architectural pattern: 97.6% of the papers follow the same architecture of 25 +
20 + 5, all papers contain a page-referenced source table, and 135 printed
marks are assigned against 100 attemptable marks. Significantly, the Urdu
word for analysis does not occur in any of the items in the corpus. In the coded
sample, the distribution is 82.0% remembering, 9.1% understanding, 8.8%
applying, and 0.1% each for analyzing and evaluating, while there is no item
at the creating level; by printed marks, the distribution is 68.8%, 20.7%,
10.0%, and 0.6%. Contrary to intuition, the peak of applying occurs at the
intermediate Khassa level (35%) and falls to 6.7% at the highest Aalimiyya
level. Another result is that 8.3% of the items in comparable cells repeat
verbatim across different years. It can be concluded that the constraint is not
the curriculum, which is argumentative in nature, but the absence of a table of
specifications and absence of cognitive weighting in the mandate. Therefore,
the study proposes a comprehensive, arithmetically verifiable assessment
model: a revision of the 20 + 40 + 40 mark structure, level-specific Bloom
weightings, mandatory table of specifications, internal-choice mechanism to
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preserve the mandated weighting against the choice of student, and the
permission to introduce new material in the paper to make higher order items
compatible with the board’s directive that questions be selected from the
prescribed text. A specimen paper designed according to the proposed model
is attached below.

Keywords: Bloom's taxonomy, Dars-e-Nizami, madrasa assessment, table of
specifications, Kanz-ul-Madaris Board, content analysis, higher-order
thinking, internal choice.
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